[Physiological functions of bile acids in the body].
A literary review and own data on the various physiological functions of bile acids in organism are given. The modern state of the problem on the bile salt role in lipid assimilation is reflected. The other functions of bile salts in the digestive tract are described. The regulating influence of bile acids on some metabolic processes in organism is shown. The alteration of membrane enzyme activity under the influence of bile acids possessing the detergent properties may play an important role in different pathological conditions. The significance of bile acid metabolism under physiological and pathological conditions is underlined.